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FULLERTON TRAIN MUSEUM!  

     Saturday, October 1 is OPENING DAY for the first train 

museum in Orange County. 

     After more than 16 years of planning and dreaming about  

creating a venue dedicated to the regionôs railroading history, 

SCRPA's big day has arrived!  

     Come on down from 9 a.m. to noon, bring your family and 

friends, and take part in the Fullerton Train Museum  debut 

celebration with special, free tours of our five vintage railcars.  

      The SCRPAôs permanent exhibit is displayed on the house 

tracks at 200 East Santa Fe Avenue, at the east end of the Full-

erton Train Station. 

      With our recent acquisition of three outstanding Union 

Pacific 1940s railcars and the rehabilitation of the historic 

Santa Fe and Southern Pacific cabooses, our collection repre-

sents significant examples of the three railroads that served 

Orange County in its early days. The collection includes: 

¶ 1929 Santa Fe cupola-style waycar (caboose) 

¶ 1942 Union Pacific cupola-style caboose 

¶ 1961 Southern Pacific bay-window caboose  

¶ 1949 Union Pacific Lunch counter-diner-lounge car   

¶ 1949 Union Pacific Dormitory-lounge car  

       And our newly trained docent crew is ready to guide visi-

tors in ña walk through time,ò to experience what traveling by 

trains was like in the early 20th century. The free tours will be 

available in the coming months from 9 a.m. to noon on the 

first and third Saturdays. 

       A major contribution in achieving our goal was the reha-

bilitation projects by the SCRPA Railroad Operations Com-

mittee (ROC) volunteers at Saturday ñwork partiesò the last 

five years, under the leadership of Chairman Stu Proctor. 

      ñThey contributed a massive amount of time, energy and 

expertise ï along with frequent bruised knuckles and some 

sore backs too,ò said SCRPA President Harold Benash, who 

was among the ROC group. 

       See more Fullerton Train Museum information, including 

color photos, at  www.fullertiontrainmuseum.org.       

Join the celebration on October 1  

 

The museum is  
already attracting 

special visitors, 
including an inde-
pendent film crew 

that set up scenes in 
our lounge car for 

three days. See 
Pages 4-5 for more 

photos and the 
related  stories . 

τ By Raymond Liu   

    Tour conductors, that is.      

    The Fullerton Train Mu-

seum is getting up steam,  

ready to move ahead and we 

need docents to lead tours of 

SCRPA's railcars. 

      An invitation letter was 

recently sent to SCRPA mem-

bers, inviting all to sign up for 

docent training. There was 

some concern that when we 

asked for a commitment for 

one year it meant all first and 

third Saturdays.  

      It  would be nice, but we 

can't expect everyone to make 

that commitment.   

      Rather, we will have a 

sign-up book in one of the 

cars on which you can indi-

cate dates you are available. 

We would like to have as 

many docents as possible each 

day the museum is open.  

      It's easy; if you have mo-

bility problems you can stay 

in one or two cars (there are 

connecting bridges between 

them). So get aboard!  

    E-mail Docent Coordina-

tors Jim Hoffmann and     

Dennis White at fullerton-

trainmuseum@gmail.com,  

Conductors wanted  

MAKING A MOVIE   

By Donna Johnson, Media & Community Relations Chair  

By Jim Hoffmann  

http://www.fullertiontrainmuseum.org
mailto:fullertontrainmuseum@gmail.com
mailto:fullertontrainmuseum@gmail.com
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Southern California Railway Plaza Assn.  
  

Mission 
To become the premier nonprofit group in Southern Cali-

fornia that preserves the history, the present and the fu-

ture of Class One railroads in Southern California.  

Vision 
Create a venue where people can visit and take ña walk 

through timeò to experience traveling by train in the early 

20th century.  

Goals 
1. Open the first train museum in Orange County: the 

     Fullerton Train Museum  

2. Organize and host the largest annual railfan event in 

     the United States ï Railroad Days in Fullerton   

3. Promote rail-safety education and awareness through     

     the annual Railroad Safety Poster Contest  that    

     reaches about 10,000 students in the Fullerton School  

     District. 

4.  Increase the SCRPA membership base by 100% and 

      provide member benefits, such as rail-related  

     excursions, museum programs and activities, the 

     Hot Rail  newsletter and quarterly dinner meetings.  

5.  Membership activities will include volunteer involve-
ment through the Fullerton Train Museum Commit-
tee, the Railroad Operations Committee (ROC) , 
which helps preserve our railcars, and the History &  

       Modeling Committee  that provides historical  

       research and modeling of significant sites and 

       structures. 
 

Fullerton Train Museum 
 

Mission 
 
Founded by the SCRPA, the Fullerton Train Museum will 
be the regionôs destination attraction that serves as a cen-
ter for gathering, preserving and interpreting significant 
railroad artifacts -- including railcars, photos, charts, plats, 
maps, books and such dioramas as depots and model 
trains. 

Vision 
To provide an educational atmosphere that vividly brings 

to life the cultural and historical importance of rail trans-

portation through the preservation, conservation and dis-

play of historic railcars and memorabilia.  

 
Presidentės message 
     

      Autumn has arrived, the kids are back in school and 

there is excitement in the air at the Southern California 

Railway Plaza Association.  

     Your SCRPA is launching the largest endeavor of its 

history with the announcement of the Fullerton Train Mu-

seum at 200 E. Santa Fe Ave., east of the Fullerton Train 

Station. A "soft" opening will be held from 9 a.m. to noon 

October 1 at the new museum.  

      Come out and enjoy ñA walk through time" in our per-

manent collection of vintage railcars. 

      Hope to see you there! 

      As a part of the Fuller-

ton Train Museum, a Do-

cent Training Program has 

been developed for volun-

teers who will guide visitors 

through our railcars. 

The first training session will have been held by the time 

you read this.  

      Docents must be SCRPA members, and everyone re-

ceived a flier with information regarding this program. 

More information is available by contacting me at   

714-336-1690 or Docent Coordinator James Hoffman at  

fullertontrainmseum@gmail.com,. 

      We look forward to your participation with this pro-

gram; ALL are welcome. 

*  *  *  

     And the Fullerton Train Museum is already gaining at-

tention.  

      It was the site of an independent production companyôs 

film shoot in August. The story and photos of the 1950s 

scenes that were set up in our lounge car are on Pages 4-5 

in this Hot Rail.  

      A big thank you goes to Stu Proctor for spending the 

weekend with the crew.  

       In addition, we hosted a special visit from the Amtrak 

police, who arranged to bring three K-9 units to our com-

pound. The training session was used to test their dogsô 

ability to detect bomb-making supplies hidden in various 

locations in several of our railway cars.  

      A story and photos of the K-9s are also on Pages 4-5. 

*  *  *  

      And lastly, an update on our History & Modeling 

Committee: Our group continues to make progress on cre-

ating the HO-model train 4-foot by 8-foot layout. Addi-

tional bodies can be used as we have the scenery phase un-

derway. Come by the Benash garage on Tuesday nights at 7 

and get sticky-glue fingers -- and soon to be coated with 

plaster. It does wonders for your skin!      
                                                              ð Harold Benash   
       

     The SCRPA fall excursion to the Pacific Southwest Railway  

Museum in Campo, east of San Diego, has been canceled. Unfortu-

nately, we had a low response to the sign-ups. All RSVPs were re-

funded. Please check the website at www.scrpa.net and future Hot 

Rails for information about new excursion plans.      

*** NOTE: Campo trip canceled *** 

mailto:fullertontrainmuseum@gmail.com
http://www.scrpa.net
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      Our Quarterly Dinner and 

Members Meeting in October 

will present a program by  

Michael Patris on the Mount 

Lowe Railway, originally lo-

cated near Pasadena.  

      Mount Lowe was the loca-

tion of what was, for years 

around the turn of the last cen-

tury, a very popular resort. 

      It was developed by Thad-

deus Lowe, a noted balloonist 

for the Union during the Civil 

War. Lowe constructed a nar-

row gage trolley to connect his 

resort with an incline railway 

that connected with the Pacific 

Electric below. 

     Weôll also hear all the latest 

details on the opening celebra-

tions of our Fullerton Train 

Museum, with sign-ups avail-

able for the Docent Training 

Program. 

     So plan to join us for the fall 

get-together, beginning with 

dinner at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 

October12 at the Sizzler restau-

rant, 1401 N. Harbor Boulevard 

in Fullerton.   

    Members and guests will 

again order and pay independ-

ently for their meals.  

     RSVPs are not required.        

 
Presented to  

George H. Engelage IV  
For Leadership, Inspiration and 

Dedication  
July 13, 2016  

George Engelage recognized for leadership  

    This yearôs recipient of the  

Clarence RidenourAward is George 

H. Engelage IV. 

     The prestigious award is the high-

est honor bestowed each year to an 

outstanding SCRPA member and ac-

knowledges the hard work and dedica-

tion given unselfishly to our organiza-

tion. 

     George has been a member of 

SCRPA for 15 years, as well as a 

member of SCSRA for several years 

before that. He has been on the 

SCRPA board of directors for 13 years 

and was our president for four years.   

      For the past year he has been very 

deeply involved in the acquisition of 

the latest additions to our collection of 

rolling stock.   

      In particular, George was an es-

sential negotiator with Pacific Rail-

road Society for SCRPA to take pos-

session of the Union Pacific caboose 

25052, the Union Pacific lounge-diner 

car 5001 and the Union Pacific lounge

-dorm car 6101.   

     Following the successful agree-

ment, he spearheaded the effort to pre-

pare all three railcars to be transported 

from Commerce to Fullerton.   

     First, he arranged for the move-

ment, by truck, of the UP caboose.      

     He then coordinated the repairs and 

preparation of the lounge cars for 

travel. Finally, he coordinated with 

both BNSF and UP for the inspection 

by each railroad and the subsequent 

movement, by track, of both cars to 

Fullerton.   

     George will be the first to tell you 

that he did not do this alone, that there 

were many others involved in the pro-

curement of these cars.   

      But without his knowledge and 

enthusiasm for these pieces of railroad 

history, they may very well have 

ended who knows where, their history 

lost forever. For these reasons, George 

Engelage received the Ridenour 

Award at the summer members Quar-

terly Dinner Meeting. 

By Stu Proctor, ROC Chairman 

George Engelage, right, receives the 
Ridenour Award and congratulations 
from Stu Proctor. The plaque reads:  

Travel the incline on Mount Lowe  

Railway at fall dinner program 

Photo by Julia Proctor   

By Dave Norris Program Chairman 

    Our October 15 Movie Night will 

feature the 1946 MGM Technicolor  

musical ñThe Harvey Girls.ò  

      We meet at the Fullerton Museum 

Center, 301 N. Pomona Avenue, on the patio at 6 p.m. for a 

social toasting, then move into the auditorium at 6:30. 

      The film is based on the 1942 novel of the same name by 

Samuel Hopkins Adams, about Fred Harvey's famous wait-

resses. In the 1880s, Harvey House restaurants opened one 

after another at train stops along the way West. Young women 

boarded trains and followed, looking for jobs. 

      The film stars Judy Garland and features John Hodiak, 

Ray Bolger and Angela Lansbury, as well as Preston Foster, 

Virginia O'Brien, Marjorie Main and Chill Wills.  It won an 

Oscar for best song, ñOn the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe.ò 
     We are grateful to Edith and Lee Culp for sponsoring the 

October wine tasting.  

 

A rootin' tootin' Western  

Movie Night for our  

Members Retrospective  

By Dennis White and Gordon 

Bachlund, Movie Committee 
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     On August 10, the rail cars at 

the Fullerton Train Museum 

were turned over to the dogs.  

Amtrak police brought three K-9 

units to our compound to test 

their dogsô ability to detect bomb

-making supplies hidden in vari-

ous locations throughout several 

of our railway cars.   

      The three dogs and their handlers were: Teddy, a yel-

low Labrador and Officer Kenneth Wolf; Pal, a chocolate 

Labrador and Officer Robert Solomon-Billings; and Jim 

Beam, a black German shepherd, and Officer Joseph  

Tizcareno.   

     All three dogs and their handlers are K-9 explosives ex-

perts. Accompanying them was Dan Clary, Amtrakôs offi-

cial West Coast trainer. It was his responsibility to hide the 

bomb-making paraphernalia and judge each dogôs perform-

ance. 

      The officers were very excited to be able to use our 

equipment because: it was local and our cabooses have 

open-grating between them, which is difficult for dogs to 

cross over and good training. 

     The grating lets them see the ground below, and thatôs 

what they think they should be walking on. According to 

Officer Wolf, the next closest location with this type of 

grating above the ground is at the Long Beach Harbor. 

     The explosive substances were placed at several points 

in our rail equipment, such as in the water cooler in the SP 

caboose, under the disconnected water fountain in the UP 

caboose, in the upper corner cupboard in the counter area 

of UP5001 and in the mail slot next to the writing table in 

UP6101.   

      The dogs went through the same course individually. 

Once instructed by their handler to begin, they became very 

excited to go through the cars, sniffing everywhere. If they 

missed an area, the handler would give their leash a gentle 

tug and direct them back to the missed location.     

      Upon finding a scent of the explosive material, Teddy 

and Pal would each stop, wag their tails, then sit down fac-

ing the handler, indicating they had discovered something.  

Jim Beam was trained slightly differently; he would wag 

his tail, sit down facing the scent and point his nose at it.   

     After a find, each dog was given a favorite chew toy to 

play with for 30 seconds or so, then it was back to work. 

     According to Clary, the three dogs did a great job. The 

handlers were also very proud of their charges.   

     All the officers thought that our location was a great 

choice for this type of training and testing, due to the noises 

and distractions of all the activity going on around the train 

station and along the BNSF main line.  

     Officer Wolf said that Amtrak was very interested in 

bringing other K-9 units to our locations for testing and 

training. 

     We look forward to more of this type of interaction with 

Amtrak, as well as with local community police K-9 units. 

We want to help make a difference in our community, even 

if we have to let the dogs take over once in a while.  

Amtrak tests K -9 crews at Fullerton Train Museum  
Story and photos by Stu Proctor,  

Railroad Operations Committee Chairman 

The Amtrak police K-9 training crews who recently conducted 
bomb-detecting exercises at the Fullerton Train Museum are, 
from left: Robert Soloman-Billings and Pal, Joseph Tizcareno and 
Jim Beam, and Kenneth Wolf and Teddy.    

  MORE VISITORS: At far left, 
Jim Hoffmann leads a docent 
training session on September 
17 at the Fullerton Train Mu-
seum ï Photo by Karen Sibrel 

*  *  * 
At left, we hosted 21 youths 
and their mentors from the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Orange 
County for a special group tour 
of the railcars and museum 
facility ï Photo by Stu Proctor 


